
Each winter the club prepares for the new 
season ahead as it (happily) soon tends to be 
upon us once the New Year is ushered in.  

On the course you will have noticed the 
pruning and cutting back of the gorse, along-
side the gradual improvement of each of the 
bunkers. Fairways have been sprayed and 
spiked. The ‘new’ team of greens staff are 
continuing to maintain and improve our 
course. 

The scheduling of the 2009 golf events, con-
cluding with the publication of the club di-
ary, is something we all take for granted. 
However it has been a substantial task for 
the Hon. Sec. to undertake to ensure that 
course time is used fairly and effectively for 
the benefit of all sections of the club, 
matches, societies and visitors.  

Off the course the club are continuing to 
reintroduce a variety of social events and 
attempting to find a pattern of daily catering 
that suits most of the members most of the 
time. You will have noticed the appearance 
of some bookable lunchtime ‘specials’ to 
complement the lunch/supper golf schedule. 
These will evolve depending on the support 

and feedback from members.  

Our popular Burns Night is now scheduled 
for 30 January with the usual ceremony 
and traditional foods, an Italian evening is 
confirmed for  March, whilst our Quiz 
Night returns on 
20 March. Please 
note these dates in 
your diaries or 
watch out for post-
ers being displayed 
before the end of 
December.  

Our kitchen is having a new safer, more 
hygienic and long lasting floor covering 
fitted during January, and steward, Nick 
Gardener, is taking a deserved three week 
break in Australia at the start of February.  
The club have therefore made alternative 
plans for all forms of catering around these 
periods.  

Finally over 350 subscription notices have 
been dispatched, each of which will need 
processing promptly and accurately, an 
important task that commences in January. 
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Good organizations have good communica-
tions. Keeping in touch with 350 members 
by post is expensive and labour intensive,  
whilst trying to keep everybody informed by 
word of mouth is ineffective and often 
counter-productive. With this in mind the 
club are hoping to collect the email ad-
dresses of all members by the end of April 
2009.  Once an up-to-date list is obtained it 
will be far easier to inform members of is-
sues that may concern them, advise them of 
particular golfing or social events at the club 
and generally enable a better dialogue.  

Members without email addresses or who do 
not wish to provide them to the club will not 
be discriminated against. The management of 
such a database will be a learning curve for the 
club and needs resourcing but the goal is that 
it will be fully operational by October 2009. 
Your email addresses will be used in accor-
dance with the Data Protection Act (1998). 
There will be various methods of email ad-
dress collation over the next four months, 
please assist the club in this project. You can 
start with the completion and return of the 
‘tear-out’ page in this edition of The Rabbit. 
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Sorry your presents are 
late kids. I fancied a quick 

9 holes at Southwold. 
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Rain, ice and fog wiped out four Sunday 
competitions over recent weeks but other 
events went ahead and were as competi-
tive as ever.  

Alex Taylor continued his fine form to 
win and qualify from the November Hor-
wood Medal - Div. 1  with a high quality 
72-7=65. Alex ends the year playing off 
6, half of the handicap with which he 
started the year. Joe Howarth topped 
and qualified from Div. 2 in the same 
event with 82-15=67. A good day for the   
Wenhaston mafia. 

Carey & Alex Taylor, Jed Gerrell & 
Roger Wilshaw, and Gareth Jones & 
Jeremy Ladd shared the November 
Foursomes top spot, each pair with an 

impressive 36 points. In the November 
Singles Stableford Terry Smith headed 
Div. 1 with 41 points whilst Jim Boggis 
wiped out all opposition to win Div. 2 
with 48 points.  

Terry Smith , Chuck Lamen,  
(spectator) Andy Hammett & Alan 
Burrage took the November Team Sta-
bleford event with 122 points, Terry al-
legedly accumulating most of them. 

Steve Potter, Richard Cookson, Gary 
Cuthbert & Adrian Frost each quali-
fied from the December Horwood Medal 
Div.1 with net 69s, Steve winning on 
countback. Stuart Powley had the best 
net score of the day, 68, to head and 
qualify from Div. 2 
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ing the 1953 floods. Heaven knows who 
agreed to that as it permanently wiped 
out half of our golf course! 

When the sun is low you will see a series 
of ‘unnatural’ indentations on the 6th 
fairway. There are the result of World 
War 1 defence building.  Talking of 
which, the hollow to the left of the 8th 
fairway is in fact a bomb crater. 

For those interested in such curiosities 
and the history of the course, look out for 
“Historical Walk of the pre-1953, 18 
hole course” (and refreshments!) planned 
for a summer evening in 2009.  

We all feel very familiar with the land on 
which we belt the little white ball around 
don’t we?  A short conversation with 
Brian Allen turned up some interesting 
bits and pieces about our course. 

The men’s 16th tee is built upon hard-
core comprised almost entirely of the 
rubble from the original Southwold Cin-
ema on York Rd (where the GP surgery 
is now). And it only took a mere 8 years 
for Southwold Town Council to agree to 
let it be built! 

There is a plaque buried deep within the 
bushes behind the practice net recognis-
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asked if he had anything for wind. He 
gave me a kite”. Tommy Cooper 

“Dancing is the perpendicular expression 
of horizontal desire”. Stephen Wright 

“I once had a large gay following. But I 
ducked into an alleyway and lost him.” 
Emo Phillips. 

“A hotel mini bar enables you to see into 
the future i.e. what a can of Pepsi will 
cost in the year 2020”  Rich Hall. 

If the jokes in your crackers at the club’s 
Christmas lunches failed to amuse here is 
some alternative humour. 

“I was arrested for playing chess in the 
street last week. I said to the officer ‘Is it 
because I am black?’”. Milton Jones 

“I rang up the local builders. I said ‘I 
want to have a skip outside my house’. 
He said ‘I’m not stopping you’”. Tim 
Vine 

“I went to the doctor the other day and 
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To follow completion of our annual 
round of Seniors friendlies at the  end of 
October, Ben Cardwell organized a 
“Bonanza Away day” for Seniors and a 
few ‘younger gentlemen’ at  Purdis 
Heath in late November. Sixteen played, 
including Club Captain Mike Brett. 

Laurie Dabbs’ “Lads” won the team 
competition with LD himself carding the 
highest individual points score: an appro-

priate (overdue) handicap adjustment fol-
lowed! 

The ’awayday’ was voted a great success 
by all who took part and so I propose to 
organize a couple of such events next 
year, probably early spring and autumn, if 
there is enough interest. Again, the outing 
would not be restricted to the Seniors sec-
tion but would be open to any gents who 
wished to take part.      Cheers, Keith. 
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which are kept in a folder on the table un-
der the trophy cabinet in the clubhouse. 
Give it a go! 

Entry levels for the gents Sunday morning 
competitions are reasonably healthy, but 
there are always slots that Seniors could fill 
without denying anybody else a game. Re-
member, we are all members of the same 
club. 

Slow play continues to be a recognizable 
problem. Minutes spent unnecessarily here 
and there around the course may not seem 
much in each case but they can easily add 
up on a 9-hole course. Let’s all keep that in 
mind. 

Finally, I wish all members a Happy 
Christmas and all the best for the New 
Year.  Keith. 

As we approach a new golfing year I’ll take 
this opportunity to air a few issues in the 
interest of supporting the ‘inclusiveness’ 
agenda that Mike Brett is promoting. 

Our team for Seniors friendlies have been 
drawn from a limited number of applicants. 
As a result a Seniors AGM decision was 
made to reduce the size of teams for home 
and away matches to 12. I ask that more 
Seniors put up their name for selection, so 
that we can field a wider representation of 
the club in these enjoyable encounters. If 
you have a handicap and can make it round 
to the 19th hole, you are eligible to play! 

On a similar theme, I’m surprised at the low 
uptake of invitations to play in other clubs 
Seniors Open competitions. Many members 
appear to be unaware of these invitations, 
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Annabel Holder 37 pts., Div.2 Barbara 
Hurr 37 pts. November American Four-
somes Pam May & Jenny Pywell  35 
pts. November Medal Div.1 Frances 
Franklin net 72, Div. 2 Barbara Hurr 
net 73. Christmas Team Competition 
(Texas Scamble -  3 clubs and a putter) 
Pat Gee, Frances Franklin & Shirley 
Oldman 30 & 11/12th pts.?! 

********************************* 

Southwold Ladies have won their first 
two Winter League matches against 
Halesworth & Diss. 

Either Wednesday weather has been 
kinder to the ladies than Sunday for the 
men or the former are more eager to 
complete their competition schedule, 
with almost no cancellations during the 
autumn/winter so far. Therefore the re-
corded winners are as follows: 

October Stableford Div.1 Sue Bray 38 
pts., Div.2 Shirley Oldman 33 pts.  Oc-
tober Medal. Div. 1 Jane Oliver net 72, 
Div.2 Carol Scilly net 76, Bogey Bisque 
Div.1. Viv Hunt + 6, Div.2 Sheila 
Sewell + 6.  November Stableford Div.1 
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Southwold GC Management Com-
mittee comprises 12 elected members 
including the club captain, ladies cap-
tain, honorary secretary and treasurer. 

Each committee member also sits on 
either the Greens & Handicap Com-
mittee or the House & Social Com-
mittee. The main committee and the 
two sub-committees each meet once a 
month. 

Following suggestions at the 2008 
AGM, a summary of the decisions 

and work of the committees will be 
written up in The Rabbit, starting in 
this edition. 

For the benefit of the club, individual 
members and employees of the club, 
some aspects of committee work can-
not necessarily be reported in this 
way. However most issues are far 
from confidential and of interest to all 
members and The Rabbit is pleased to 
dedicate some space to keeping    
everybody in the club up-to-date 
where it can.  

$��������������	6�
�������
��	��3��4�++���

mencing work to repair bunkers, reduce some 
areas of rough and outsource specific weed-
control against worms/leather-jackets on the 
fairways. Everybody was updated on the NVQ 
training for our two green-keepers. 

Keith Hurr intends to use his three year term 
to redevelop a junior membership at the club.  

The kitchen floor and storeroom refurbishment 
plans were presented, whilst details of the 
Christmas ‘special’ dining events were con-
firmed. Environmental Health Officer reported 
kitchen cleanliness was quite satisfactory. 

The President indicated his desire to run a 
golfing & social event in 2009 in order to raise 
extra funds for the club.  

The first meeting of the 2008/9 term with 
three new committee members. This 
meeting was dominated by the important 
decision of setting equitable subscription 
levels for 2009. The Treasurer presented 
a detailed income and expenditure report 
for the past 10 years and a financial plan 
for 2008/9 & 2009/10. His plan  recom-
mended that an increase of 10% would 
enable the club to break even over this 
period. Alternative justifications were 
made for different levels of increase be-
fore a revised Treasurers financial plan 
with a fees increase of 7.5% was pro-
posed and passed by vote 8-2. 

The committee were advised of com-
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The club will use various methods to obtain 
members email addresses and plan to use 
them for future communication where mem-
bers indicate a preference. 

After good % increases (year-on-year) in 
green fee and bar takings in October, both 
showed a decrease for November.  

A scheme to ’win your next years subscrip-
tion’ will be introduced in January 2009 as it 
was previously popular. 

Seed boxes on tees to be reintroduced in the 
spring. Specific machinery handling courses 
arranged for greens staff courses arranged.  
Expensive deep coring of greens debated. 

In order to engender input and feedback 
from members, the process for making 
entries in the Suggestion Book (beneath 
the trophy cabinet) has been simplifier - 
but still no comments from any members!  

Full details for continuation of general ca-
tering and catering for specific events dur-
ing February when the steward is on holi-
day were detailed.  

The practice ground is ‘unusable’ for sig-
nificant periods of the year, however this is 
a largely natural phenomenon, and the club 
has done all it can with local land manage-
ment agencies to negate this.  
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daying at B & Bs in Southwold in the 1950s until 
retiring to Easton Bavents in the 1970s, when his 
association with Southwold Golf Club started.  

Never one to rest, Roy then took up a post of 
kitchen-porter at the Crown Hotel, progressing to 
become a chef  in his mid-60s! When this career 
ended another one opened up as ’assistant’ to Pe-
ter Hurr in the kitchen at the golf club until 2007. 

Roy was Club Captain in 1991 and served 16 
years on the Greens Committee and has always 
been an active member of the club in every sense 
of the word, as many readers will know.  

Sadly Roy lost his wife shortly after moving to 
their new flat in Pier Avenue in 2001, where he 
still resides today. He is however, now moving on 
to live nearer his family in Surrey in the New 
Year but intends to make regular visits to SGC to 
undertake his presidential responsibilities.  

Three pieces of trivia about Roy: he built the 
bridge to the golf club practice ground, he didn’t 
have a car until he was 45, he was once arrested 
for house breaking (a case of “mistaken identity” 
apparently - it was a bungalow!) 

As the epitome of dignified befuddle-
ment, Roy is the perfect man to hold a 
post of Club President.  

Born in 1921 of farming stock, Roy 
started work with the Southern Electric-
ity board across Southern England, in a 
career that spanned some 40 years, pro-
gressing to become a wayleave officer, 
before enthusiastically taking early re-
tirement at the tender age of 55. 

Roy volunteered for the RAF when 
WW2 commenced and was called up in 
1941 to become Leading Aircraftsman, 
operating mobile radar. He was part of 
the invasion force to N. Africa, after 
which he continued to serve across 
Southern Europe, regular under fire or 
operating behind enemy lines, without 
returning home, until 1945.  

On returning home Roy met Joan, whom 
he married in 1949. Daughters Julie 
(1950) and Diane (1960) followed, as did  
six grand children and now three great-
grand children. Joan & Roy starting holi-
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To contact the Rabbit email 
frost805@btinternet.com or drop a note 
through the club office suitably addressed. 
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