
The programme to celebrate the 125th 
birthday (1884-2009) has now been 
finalised.  

* The main event will be a ‘Celebratory 
Dinner’ at the Swan Hotel, Southwold 
with a guest speaker on Thursday 05 No-
vember (full details within this issue). 

* Good quality souvenir merchandise 
will be available for members and visi-
tors to purchase in the professional’s 
shop and in the clubhouse. (See p9.) 

* To recognise their contribution a Past-
Captains & Past-Presidents Reunion 
lunch is planned for the 25 July. This is 
to be followed by a series of portrait 
photographs to provide the dining area 
with some fresh images. 

* Southwold GC have invited a repre-
sentative team of gents, ladies, seniors 
and professional from Aldeburgh GC to 
a one-off match on our course, as they 
are also 125 years old in 2009. 

* For those curious about our evolution, 

an evening ‘walking the 1953 course’  on 
03 July, will trace the layout of our for-
mer 18 hole course led by Derek Self.  

* Richard Frost has 
kindly offered to 
reprise his popular  
humorous golfing 
postcards talk dur-
ing the summer -
details to follow.  

* In the autumn 
there will be a dis-
play of Southwold 
GC memorabilia within the clubhouse. 

* John & Carol Scilly have organised an 
mixed fourball betterball event on Satur-
day afternoon and evening, 18 July, to 
play for the William Godyll Cup, mark-
ing our other 2009 anniversary, 500 
years since Godyll donated the land on 
which the golf course now stands, to the 
town of Southwold in perpetuity. There 
will be a simple supper after the golf. 
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Our busy golfing calendar contains 
some key events that you may wish to 
support in some way. 

Sunday 19th April. Tolly Cobbold Cup 
1st Round v. Woodbridge (h). 

Wednesday 10 June. Ladies Captain’s 
Day 

Sunday 05 July. Captain’s Day 

Wednesday 15 July. Ladies Invitation 
Day 

Friday 07 August. Mixed Open Day 

Friday 14 August. Men’s Open Day 

Tuesday 08 September. Seniors Team 
Challenge. 

Friday 11 September. Ladies Open Day 

Sunday 27 September. Gent’s Invita-
tion Day 

Saturday 24 October. AGM and An-
nual Prize giving. 
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With every sort of winter weather inter-
vening only three events were started this 
year so far.  

On a rare playable Sunday morning the 
January Horwood Medal was won by 
Keith Hurr (74-8=66), Div.1 and Clive 
Wells (91-23=68) Div.2, both qualifying 
for the Horwood Medal Final. 

After a disappointing end to 2008, Keith  
Hurr  was clearly back to form, topping 
the Div.1 result of the February Horwood 
Medal with an interesting round of 81-
7=74 including 5 birdies. Roger Em-
merson scored 83-9=74 to be runner-up 
in the same division. In Div.2 Clive 
Wells also prevailed to complete a 

‘double’ victory with 100-22=78 with Alan 
Burrage scoring 98-17=81 behind him. Both 
Roger and Alan qualify for the Horwood 
Medal Final, Keith and Clive having already 
done so.  

The January Greensomes Stableford event 
was played in continuous rain, with only a 
third of the field completing 9 holes before 
running for shelter. Undeterred and quite in-
comprehensibly Richard Cookson & Mickey 
Rose paired up with Paul Sherwood & Ga-
reth Jones to be the only finishing pairs, the 
former scoring 32 points against the 29 of the 
latter. Not great scores but considering the 
dreadful playing conditions both deserve 
much credit (and probably a medical check 
over for obsessive compulsive disorder). 
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Charity Days offered by clubs across the 
region. 

The SGU has a programme of 36-holes 
medals for lower (12 & under) handicap 
men, starting with the Rushmere Vase on 
Sunday 29 March. See  
www.suffolkgolfunion.co.uk for details 
of all 2009 events or phone 01284 
705765. 

Southwold are hosting a regional quali-
fier for the National Nines Event on 01 
May. This is a countrywide competition 
for members of par 3 courses with the 
final on the island of Jersey. For details 
see www.nationalninesgolf or telephone    
0208 405 4778. 

A folder beneath the trophy cabinet con-
tains details of the various Open Days 
(Gent’s, Ladies, Seniors & Mixed) and 
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ing for 12 persons. A sour rhubarb and 
ginger compote would accompany the 
tart perfectly.  

“This is a simple recipe but an absolute 
favourite of mine. It is without doubt the 
perfect way to finish a meal. Rosewater 
is optional, however 4 droplets work 
best for me”. 

(This is a departure for me. I never ex-
pected to have to use the word ‘sabayon’ 
in a satirical golf club newsletter!     
Editor.                                                  
And where the heck does one buy 
‘rosewater’ in  Reydon?!) 

Whisk 12 egg yolks, 8 oz. sugar and 3 
tsp. cornflower until they are sufficiently 
creamed. The mixture wants to be at 
‘sabayon’, pale in colour, light and airy.  

Boil 750 ml. cream, 350 ml. milk, 1 va-
nilla pod, a pinch of ground nutmeg and 
rosewater. then pour over sabayon, 
whisking constantly as you do.  

Sieve the mixture before pouring into a 
pastry case.  

Cook for up to 20 minutes at 140 degrees 
C, as you would a crème brulee. 

This recipe will make 1 large tart cater-
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Winter golf - Top Tip 

When using designated 
frost greens, play to the 
frost greens. Concentrate! 
When a few feet from the 
frost green on the 7th hole, 
with the opportunity to 
score 3 points, do not strike 
a wedge 50 yards to the 
main green in error, as a 
retired second hand plant 
dealer did during the Val-
entines Greensomes. Your 
partner really won’t thank 
you for it. 
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“After a lay-off of a fortnight or so, occa-
sioned by seasonal roistering and unkind 
weather the Seniors kicked off 2009 with 
a January Texas Scramble.  Some unad-
venturous souls failed to show but play 
commenced on a very cold but sunny 
morning on frost greens. Seasonal good-
will can have been the sole reason for the 
avoidance of a call for drug-testing of the 
winning team, Robert Blythe, Paul 
Gooch and Brian Lewis with 45.5 
points. I ask you!” 

“Seniors next had the opportunity to 
lower/protect (delete whichever doesn’t 
apply to you) their handicaps with the 
January Stableford. There was a good 

turnout notwithstanding the continued 
cold weather but formal results. 

“Unhappily, weather conditions have af-
fected our golf more seriously this winter 
than previously but the Seniors/Ladies 
Valentines Competition went ahead on 
frozen ground and frost greens.  Jim 
Blythe and Angela Day took the honours 
with a creditable 42 points, ahead of Con-
rad Swan and Daphne Brooks, 40 (points, 
not years) and the welcome retiring pres-
ence of Bob Lee and Roz Self, with 40. 
Warming up over an enjoyable lunch pro-
duced by ‘guest chef’ Gareth Jones, all 
involved voted the event a great success. 
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“Those of you who watched TV coverage of 
the European Tour at Abu Dhabi  recently 
may have remarked on the large bird of prey, 
a Gyrfalcon (falco rusticolous), represented 
on the front gable of the clubhouse. Can we 
now expect calls for a suitably predatory 
avian depiction to greet visitors at SGC? 
Maybe of the Secretary-bird (Wilshawius 
Serpentarius)? My ornithological reference 
books say this species is a shy and retiring 
bird, frequenting open grassland but avoid-
ing thick bushes and trees (according to Sun-
day morning twitchers)”. 

This is too much nonsense, even for me. 
Time for Keith to start his own newsletter !?  
The Editor. 

“During the first months of my captaincy, I 
have had some approaches along the lines 
of “How do I join the Seniors?”,“How do I 
find out what competitions are on?” & “Am 
I qualified to play in a particular event?”.  

The short answers to these questions are 
that membership of the Seniors section is 
automatic (and free of charge) if you are 55 
or over, that all competitions and friendly 
matches are advertised on the Seniors no-
tice-board in the changing room, and that 
anyone with a handicap may enter - or put 
up for selection in the case of friendly 
matches with other clubs. Entry lists for the 
club competitions played on Sundays are on 
the wall of the Pro’s shop, just inside the 
door, and are open to all male members.” 
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This otherwise sound (excuse the pun) 
report tends to disintegrate when the 
same medics suggest possible solutions 
to the effects of the noise - ear plugs or 
filling the driver heads with foam.  

The Rabbit wondered how members at 
SGC might be being affected by this new 
technology. When hard-striking, former-
captain Jed Gerrell was asked about his 
own experience with titanium drivers, he 
replied with a decided “Eh? Pardon?”.  

In a recent edition of the British Medical 
Journal, doctors have reported that the regu-
lar use of a particular thin-faced titanium 
driver, three times a week, probably caused 
damage to a patient’s ear. Resulting re-
search has indicated that this may become a 
real problem for more players using such 
clubs, some of which can generate 130 deci-
bels per strike . This is no crank study and it 
was reported on by the BBC and the broad-
sheets with only a hint of a wry smile.  
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Through a desire to play golf whatever the 
conditions and the acceptance of winter 
greens of shortened competitions, all 
events have been play through on Wednes-
day’s so far this year. With some reduced 
field sizes this summary cannot tell the 
whole story of each event, but the results 
were as follows: 

January Texas Scramble won by Jane 
Wharton, Di Spring, Jackie Selby & 
Frances Franklin. January (14th) Stable-
ford Div.1 1st Rosie Owen 2nd Jane 
Oliver , Div.2 1st Daphne Brookes 2nd 

Barbara Hurr . January Yellowball Sta-
bleford won by Daphne Brooks, Barbara 
Hurr and Mary Miller.   January (28th) 
14 hole Stableford Div.1 1st Di Spring 
2nd Fiona Pagan, Div.2 1st Shirley Old-
man 2nd Mary Miller . February (4th) 
Stableford Div.1 1st Roz Self 2nd Anna-
bel Holder, Div 2. 1st Janet Parris 2nd 
Jackie Selby. 

The first Winter League match v. Gor-
leston (a), played on frost greens, unfortu-
nately ended in defeat. 
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breeches-bouy could then be hauled back 
and forth from beach to ship to rescue the 
crew.  

The site chosen for the fiddle pole was such 
that the coastguard could practice firing the 
rocket line from the higher ground on the 
town side to the ‘shipwrecked mariners’ at 
the top of the fiddle pole. The ‘shore side’ of 
the operation would be managed via a high 
tripod to keep the rescued people as clear of 
the water as practicable. 

When the original rotted away some years 
ago, the fiddle pole was deemed of such local 
historical importance that it was replaced by 
the current structure. But, before you ask, no, 
I don’t know how it got it’s name!”  

(Can anybody add to this? The Editor) 

“From time-to-time I am asked why the 
‘Fiddle Pole’, on the 7th hole, is there. For 
all readers I am happy to explain the history 
of this apparent ‘folly’, which in fact has seri-
ous local significance. Erected originally in 
the 1880s or 90s by HM Auxiliary Coast-
guard, the pole was designed to replicate the 
mast of a wrecked ship. If a vessel came 
ashore in bad weather, as happened only to 
frequently on this coast in the days of sail, the 
crew often had to take to the rigging for 
safety. Rescue from there, through heavy surf 
and breakers was hazardous. 

A device called a Manby Mortar was devel-
oped to fire a light line attached to a rocket, 
by means of which the crew could pull away 
from the shore a heavy rescue line. That 
would be made fast to the mast, and a 
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outs or “defence works”. 

Assorted invoices and receipts reveal that  
Dunlop 65 golf balls were 32/6– in ‘old 
money (£1.70), petrol was just over 2/- (10p) 
per gallon from Belchers garage and butter 
was 9d (4p) for 1/2 lb. From the Lowestoft Co
-op. 

Many historical documents such as these will 
be on display in the clubhouse later in the 
summer as part of the 125th Anniversary of 
SGC.  

The club hopes that members will be able to 
either reminisce or learn a little about the in-
teresting history of their golf club.  

Brian Allen has unearthed some interesting 
historical club documents from the 1940’s 
and 1950’s in the green-keeping shed. 

Among them is correspondence to and from 
the ‘The Lord Mayor’s National Flood and 
Tempest Distress Fund’ to appeal for £750 to 
make good the damage incurred from the 
1953 flooding.  Ultimately this was granted.   

There are also schedules and letters pertain-
ing to the “War Damage Act, 1941, (Part 
D)”, compensating for the ‘military occupa-
tion’ of the golf course and clubhouse, which 
served as a site of military training, with a 
seemingly endless series of trenches and dug-
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Why is the practice ground so wet? Good 
question - a one put formally by Jim Gil-
bert to the Management Committee in De-
cember. 

Put simply, the drainage dykes surrounding 
our 11 acres of practice fields drain excess 
water towards a sluice gate into the Blyth 
Estuary (midway between The Harbour Inn 
and the Bailey Bridge).  This sluice is man-
aged by the local authorities. 

It automatically opens at lower tides and 
closes when the water level in the estuary 
reaches a certain level.  Normally the set-
tings allow satisfactory drainage. However 
the higher levels of precipitation over the 
past 2 years have put considerable stress on 
this model, not aided by the low lying loca-

tion of these practice grounds, otherwise 
surrounded by marshlands.  

Throughout 1995 the club consulted widely 
to seek solutions to the (then intermittent) 
problem of water-logging, as can be seen 
from a box of correspondence and plans 
that the current administration revisited, in 
full, in December/January 2009. Now, as 
then sadly, the club have been unable to 
find a practical and/or economical way to 
better manage this area of land whilst rain-
fall levels remain at recent levels. 

Nevertheless, Club Captain, Mike Brett re-
mains hopeful that a viable solution from 
within or outside the club membership may 
yet emerge, and states that SGC remains 
open to any constructive input on this issue. 

�	���

�������	������	��	���

the results of  the excellent work now being 
undertaken by the new green-keeping team.  

Contingency catering plans outlined for fort-
night during kitchen re-flooring etc. 

Social event programme for 2009 updated. 
More ‘lunchtime specials’, an Italian Night, 
the spring Quiz night, a past-captains reun-
ion event and a celebratory dinner at The 
Swan Hotel, were discussed and scheduled.  

Exterior decoration and repair of clubhouse 
deferred until when subscription level and 
cash-on-hand value is clearer.  Three quotes 
on file. 

Mr. Tom Turney accepted the role of club 
Trustee, replacing Mr.G.Filby who wished 
to stand down. 

Correspondence re. practice ground (see 
above) discussed and response formulated. 

New golf practice net approved & ordered. 

Collection from members for green-keeper 
Ron Palmer, retiring in January 09 initi-
ated. His closing retirement financial pack-
age formalised by committee vote. 

Following details of specific technical work 
on the course currently underway, the 
Committee concurred with Brian Allen on 
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widely reported in the media. It is a complex 
issue and success/failure will only become 
clear after more work and professional ad-
vice. 

Green committee chairman reported that 
work on 3rd and 5th hole bunkers will con-
tinue subject to weather and materials.  

Brian Allen reported that 9th green no longer 
draining sufficiently, recommended ‘air-
blasting’ and provided an estimate for works. 
Decision deferred. 

Rent increase from Southwold Common 
Trust successfully reduced by Treasurer. 

Response formulated to request from Suf-
folk Secrets to resite our water bore-hole 
and peripheral equipment (which will in-
cur considerable expense) due to planning 
permission being granted to their water-
tower offices. 

Treasurer outlined he is investigating the 
opportunity to try to recover more VAT 
following a legal loophole that has been 
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Whilst many high-street travel agencies and 
tour operators are failing, Pam May, with a 
little hindrance from husband Keith, might 
be on the verge of starting her own little 
enterprise. Keith has provided the Rabbit 
with the following message. 

“Following the well-received trip to the 
British Ladies Open at Sunningdale last 
year, a number of members indicated their 
interest in further such trips. Pam May is 
exploring the possibilities of a visit to the 
BMW PGA event at Wentworth on the  Fri-
day 22 May. 

Advance-purchase day tickets for the over 
60s are £9.80 and for the under 60s £24.50. 
Information on coach availability and costs 
is being gathered but it looks as if the re-
turn per-person fare would be approxi-

mately £15 if a 49-seater was filled or £25 
using a 29-seater. 

As last year, the coach would leave SGC at 6 
a.m., after Pam’s complimentary Bucks Fizz 
breakfast, arriving at Wentworth around 10 
a.m. The return journey would leave around 
6 p.m. and be expected to get to Southwold 
at 10 p.m. 

Sheets have been posted throughout the 
clubhouse inviting members to indicate if 
they would like to support this away-day” 

This is an excellent initiative and The Rabbit 
encourages all members to respond quickly 
and genuinely to register their interests, 
whereupon Pam and Keith can get to work 
on making the arrangements, if the numbers 
permit.  
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*France conquered Vietnam 

*Harry S. Truman was born 

*Derby County FC was formed. 

*First legal cremation in UK. 

*”Depression in the USA”. 

*Siege of Khartoum begins 

*Third Reform Act give vote to nearly 
every male in England” 

*John Harvey Kellogg patents ‘cornflakes’ 

*Earthquake in Colchester, Essex  a.k.a. 
“The Great British Earthquake”. 

1884 was an important year for Southwold 
Golf (and Quoits) Club, the date of it’s 
founding, 125 years ago.                            
But what was happening elsewhere? 

*The Fabian Society was founded. 

*First Oxford English Dictionary  was    
published. 

*Germany invaded Cameroon. 

*Cornerstone of Statue of Liberty laid. 

*First street in Europe illuminated by elec-
tric light (in Timisoara, Romania).  

*Mark Twain wrote “Huckleberry Finn”. 
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03 April, 15 May, and 26 June. 

Our next Quiz Night will be on Friday 20 
March with Simon Kerrison asking the 
quotations as usual. 

In a departure from the norm there will be 
a Curry Night on Saturday 16 May that 
may have an impact upon the scores for the 
Presidents Salver the following morning, 
with an 8.30 shotgun start.  

Please keep your eye on notice boards for 
full details of each of these events. 

The club are continuing to build-up the so-
cial side of membership with a variety or 
daytime and evening social functions that 
hopefully will find something for everybody. 

The Italian Evening on Saturday 07 March 
has proved popular and is virtually sold out. 

We welcome Springtime with a tasty Roast 
Lamb Lunch menu on Friday 13 March for 
members and guests. 

Nick has also arranged more Friday Lunch 
Specials with popular menus for a tenner on 
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Sadly Natalie Gulbis is 
unable to play in the 
BMW PGA at Wen-
tworth in May as she 
will be busy wearing a 
very small bikini and 
propping up a palm 
tree. 
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music.   

When considering a fantasy dinner party she decided that 
Ainsley Harriott could dish up the perfect curry to her and 
her guests - Princess Anne, Laura Davies, Harvey Smith and 
Colin Montgomerie (who might well punch Ainsley for end-
lessly chatting whilst he was lining up an important onion 
bhaji). Indeed Roz seemed overly keen to play a round (or 
play around?) with Colin, citing his manly physique and 
handsome features, his sparkling personality, sex appeal, wit 
and healthy bank balance, as reasons for the eager attraction, 
although he would still have to curb his bad tempered out-
bursts.    

Her most enjoyable holiday was to Canada, where a great 
memory is white-water rafting down the Fraser River in 
British Columbia. An outstanding ambition is to see The 
Grand Canyon.  

Winning a Mixed Pairs title at Connemara GC in Ireland 
ranks as one of her golfing highlights, although she is just as 
happy enjoying the ’small and friendly’ atmosphere of our 
own golf club.    

The Rabbit just had time to ask if she could reveal any an-
noying habits of husband, Derek.  Unfortunately “never put-
ting anything away” was as  all she was prepared to reveal. 

Roz is well-known as a shy and retiring type, often lost 
for words. Thus this ‘profile’ was completed through the 
medium of email, at a safe distance.   

Roz moved to Southwold nearly 50 years ago, when she 
recalls many fetes and funfairs on The Common, having 
left behind her job as a seamstress at ‘Joseph Johnson’s’ 
in Leicester, earning the princely sum of £4 & 3/- a 
week. She has been playing golf here for the last 20 
years and now plays about 3 times a week in the winter, 
even more in summer.  

Her interests outside of golf and family are described as 
‘swimming and horses’, although presumably not at the 
same time.  Needlework comprises the remainder of her 
leisure time, whilst it appears that the last book she en-
joyed was one that required the dots to be joined up.  

On TV she enjoys ‘documentaries and films’, citing 
“Where Eagles Dare” as her favourite big-screen experi-
ence.  When questioned on whom she would like to be 
played by if there was a biopic made of her life, Roz 
settled upon Sophia Loren, after several days of consid-
eration and discussions with a good proportion of SGC 
and Reydon.  It didn’t take long to decide that 
“Imagine” from John Lennon is her favourite piece of 
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To contact The Rabbit -            
phone 07817 252 241 or            

email frost805@btinternet.com 
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